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flying back to this country on 10 March. i 
She is then going to stay with a Mrs. SASSOON 
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Top Secret and Personal 


Flora SOLOMON 


I saw Mrs. SOLOMON at her request in Peter Wright's 
absence on 26th Ausust 1967 at her flat in Carrington House, 
Hertford Street, W.1. 


2s She told_me:that she had had two recent approaches for 
information from journalists about Kim PHILBY. The first was 

in a letter from Patrick SEALE,, which she showed me, dated 

16th August and addressed to Mrs. SOLOMON c/o a Marks & Spencer's 
pensions official named H. JACOBS. Mrs. SOLOMON could not 
understand why SEALE had not written to her more directly 
particularly as her address is in the telephone book. 


3. SEALE remarked in his letter that he understood that 
lirs. SOLOMON had been a witness with Tommy HARRIS to PHILBY's 
marriage with Aileen FURZE. SEALE hoped Mrs. SOLOMON would 
give him an interview. 


4. The second approach followed hard on the first in the 
form of a telephone call to Mrs. SOLOMON on 21st August from 
Hugo YOUNG of the Sunday Times. YOUNG had been not quite so 
direct. He said he was writing a history of the "Foreign 
Office! which would include the story of BURGESS, MacLEAN and 
PHILBY. YOUNG said he understood Mrs. SOLOMON had had a long 
working association with PHILBY's wife. He asked, presumably 
speaking of Aileen, if Mrs. SOLOMON knew when she married. 

Mrs. SOLOMON replied that all this was a long time ago and that 
Aileen had been a sick woman; there was therefore very little 
she could usefully discuss. YOUNG urged her to think about it, 
and said he would telephone again this week. 


Be Mrs. SOLOMON said her purpose in asking to see me was to 
decide what action she should take. Should she, for instance, 
give SEALE or YOUNG names of other people who Imew Aileen so as 
to divert them from herself. She could, for instanee, reter 
them to Neil FURZE who is still with Marks & Spencer. 


6. I strongly advised Mrs. SOLOMON to kill these approaches 
now before she got involved. I suggesal that if she gave any 
opening at all she was likely to be pestered. We agreed that 
Mrs. SOLOMON would send a reply to SEALE's letter through her 
secretary to the effect that Mrs. SOLOMON was unable to help 

and was not in London; (she is in fact going away for a holiday 
this a with a sister who has just arrived from the United 
States). 


"he We also agreed that if YOUNG reaches lirs. SOLOMON on the 
telephone before she leaves Mrs. SOLOMON will repeat that the 
matter is too buried in the past for her to remember anything 
that would be helpful to him. Mrs. SOLOMON will, however, ask 
YOUNG what made him think of getting in touch with her. She 
will let me know what he says. 


8. In reflecting on both these approaches Mrs. SOLOMON 
thought it fairly clear that both YOUNG and SEALE had seen her 
name in the Marriage Registry Office files where she in fact 
appears as a witness to PHILBY's marriage with Aileen FURZE. 
She agreed however that there may be more than coincidence in 
both SEALE and YOUNG coming through to her within a matter ofa 
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Note of Interviews by Mr. P, M. Wright 


, jor 
with Mrs. Flora SOLOMON on 6 and 7.12.66. )} Ste 


gn 


As a result of the meeting between Victor ROTHSCHILD 2s: 
and Flora SOLOMON on Monday December 5th, 1966 (recorded at 
108a), when I was castigated by Flora for having approached 
her sister when the latter was ill, I myself met Flora the 
following day. ‘Some hours of argument followed, in the course 
of which I was accused of almost every crime, but she eventually 
agreed to a further meeting to take place on December 7th. 

Ze On the evening of Wednesday December 7th I duly went 
‘round to Mrs. SOLOMON's flat, 103 Carrington House, W.1l. 
For the first hour, or hour and a half, her talk was mainly 
a repetition of what she had said to Arthur Martin about 
PHILBY. ‘he showed annoyance with Arthur: she did not consider 
him to be the man who should have seen her; he did not under- 
stand the problem! She repeated the allegation she had made 
to Arthur that Tommy HARRIS was involved with Kim PHILBY. 
I pointed out to her that it was impossible for us to go to 
work on anything as vague as this and encouraged her to give 
more detail, to quote some kind of chapter and verse. She 
refused to be more specific and gave an answer tantamount 
to saying the allegation was no more than a hunch. But I was 
left with an impression that she probably knew the detail 
I was asking for and did not wish to tell it. I felt that 
with a character like Flora SOLOMON there was nothing to be 
gained by insisting or trying to force the pace. So I changed 
the subject, hoping we might return to it later. 
-_* Mrs. SOLOMON then proceeded to tell the story she 
| had already told to Arthur about her relations with Guy BURGESS, 
how she came to fall out with him, how she found him dirty and 
unattractive and impossible and in fact threw him out of her 
flat. In about 1948, however, during the time that he was 
P.A. to Hector McNEIL, Guy BURGESS rang her up one day and 
asked her todo him a favour. This annoyed her considerably; 
why should she do BURGESS a favour. He explained that there 
was an exceptionally gifted engineer whowanted to get 4 
certain job at Gestetners. Could Flora use her influence 
and put in a good word for him. She said that she was 
annoyed, that she did nothing about the matter at all. She 
professed not to be able to remember the name of the engineer. 


At this point Mrs. SOLOMON embarked on a long ramble 
‘about Moura BUDBERG. She had known her for many years, and 
aid not trust her. Moura had told her on one occasion, when 
Moura had had rather too much to drink, that she had worked 
both for the Russians and for the Foreign Office. 


5. Flora SOLOMON at this stage in the conversation 
/reverted to Kim PHILBY and her relationship with him, on 
which she discoursed at some length, describing how he 
confided in her, looked up to her, treated her in some sense 
as a Mother Gonfessor. He valued her opinion about people 
land apparently was in the habit of bringing individuals, 

| singly, to her flat tosee her, and to talk to her in what 
l|were obviously “vettine" exercises with a view to gauging 

i their suitability or otherwise for intelligence recruitment. 


She.../ 
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She went to great lengths to explain how, during the war, he 
would also bring parties of friends to her Carrington House 
flat and nearly every evening she would ertertain a bunch of 

| them there, sometimes putting one or two of them uv for him 
|in the servants" rooms which were available in different parts 
of the block and which in war time needless to say were empty 
| of servants! These parties were 1ud te different affairs of 
\course from the individual ies Fitna evenings, which she would 
lafterwards discuss with PHILBY, giving him her opinion of the 
ipeople seen. I naturally asked her if she could tell me the 
nmames of any of those who were brought by PHILBY in this way 
but she declared (almost cert einly untruthfully!) that she 
‘could not remember any of then. in any case, they v were all 
‘either dead or retired - so what did it matter - and with this 
i;she flung her arms in the air in an expressive gesture, 


Again, I did not press Mrs. SOLOMON on this and there 
then a pause of significant silence while she thought 
éthing over. She finally broke the silence to say "If I 

11 you about Tommy HARRIS, will promise not to approach 
person concerned?" I peediiy gave her my promise (for 
1t that was vorthe ) and she told me there was a certain 
‘Ernst SCHNEIDER (sic), the Art Director of Marks & Spencer, 
la man with a £10,000 salary, holding a very big job in the 
firm, responsible for decor etc. throughout the whole business, 
(She described him as a “lovable little pansy". She stressed 
most vehemently that he was not to approached, that he would 
| |have a nervous breakdown at the very least. She informed me 
ithat he had brid peculis ar sexual habits. He owned or visited 
la house in Greece, where he would indulge these habits, and 
jione of the Dao te who took part in whatever went on there was 
ia certain Concita, who she said was Hilda HARRIS's sister, but 
iwho is more likely to have been one of the sisters of To ommy HARRIS 
himself. She had gathered from SCHNEIDER, who had presumably 
had it from Concita, that Tommy HARRIS had been courtier and 
"contact man” for PHILBY in Spain. At the end of this tale 
she said "This is all TIT have to say". She was convinced that 
Tommy was in it with Kim. So I asked her if Kim knew HARRIS 
before the war and she said "Oh, he must have done". Shortly 
after the fa of France Kim brought Tommy round to her flat 
This was the 
ime she saw them together but she considered it was 
lear then that they were long-standing friends. She 
positive knowledge that they knew each other earlier 
certain that they did. 


Mrs. SOLOMON then returned to her theme that 
mmy HARRIS' death was murder in some way caused by having 
alked about him to Arthur Martin in commection with Kim PHILBY. 


assured her it was a pure accident. But she went over the 
y 


d ground again, 

The conversation returned to the subject of Kim's 
etting" visits to her flat. Re luc ts y she asked 
name “PROCTOR" was familiar to me I said it was, 

She asked if he was in the Treasury. I said “Yes". Was his 
Christian name "Dennis?" Again I said “yes",. And his wife 
called "Varda"? Tepe Ts Having felt things out like this, 
she then came out with the information that Demis and Varda 
ROCTOR had been broug ght by Kim to see her. She had told him 
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ter his defection, 
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oan ifce had not committed suicide shortly af 
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Extract from Note of a discussion between Lord ROTHSCHILD (Victor) and 
D.3/P.M. Wright on 24th August, 1966. 
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Hé said that FPlora 
was at the moment accompanying Mrs. WEIZMANN, who is over 
80, in Europe end was probably in Geneve. He thought 
that they would be returning to Israel about mid-September. 
He suggested that it might be better that he should see 
Flora this winter in Israel rather then here. I said 
that I would like to think about the matter. 


(sgd.) Peter M. Wright 
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Note for File 


F ; oon December 2nd I learnt 
that Flora SOLOMON had been talking 
to her sister, Manya HARARI, again; that she was very worried 
indeed and very likely to see somebody outside the Intelligence 
world about her concerns, 


o, I went Ss to:«~see Manya HARARI in her 
nursing home in Notting Hill Gate where she is recovering 
from a cataract operation. She was very friendly and 
seemed very well. She told me in broad outline what we 
already knew about her sister's worries. She then said 
that her sister was intending to see Lord PAKENHAM who was 
a personal friend of hers and tell him all her worries. 

I was considerably concerned about this, as she has told 
her sisterthat she believes British Intelligence to be 
penetrated at a high level, as well as the Labour Party 
and the present Government. 


I asked 
She seemed to be the 
only channel whereby I could do this, as Flora had already 


said that she did not like Arthur Martin and was fed up with 
Victor ROTHSCHILD. The difficulty was that anybody coming 

out of the blue to see her would be suspected of being 4 
Russian spy. Manya said that the major issue that was worrying 
Flora was not that she might be assassinated but rather that 
the Russians, through their spies, would blacken her and 

cause a scandal, She was particularly worried for her son, 
Peter BENENSON (who has made a bit of an ass of himself with 
Amnesty International). Her son's flat was burgled recently 
and she is convinced that British Intelligence has done it. 


u. Manya HARARI was not prepared to blow her contact 
with us to her sister. She said that she would lose her 
sister's confidence if she did this. I therefore suggested 
to her that she should say to her sister that I had visited 
her out of the blue as a member of the Security Service, 
asking for her good offices in getting an introduction to 

her sister. Manya asked me how she could convince her sister 
that Iwas not a Russian spy. I asked her whether she trusted 
Vietor ROTHSCHILD to this extent. She said that she had no 
doubt that Flora did trust Victor although she was very 
annoyed with him at the moment. I then suggested to Manya 
that she should tell Flora that Peter Wright had said that 

he knew Victor ROTHSCHILD, and that if Flora had any doubts 
she should ring up Victor and ask hin. 


5, Manya said that she thought she would be seeing her 
sister again over the week-end, probably on Sunday. She 
would tackle her then. I agreed to ring Manya HARARI at 
10.30 on Monday morning to find out what had happened, 


6. I decided to ring up Victor ROTHSCHILD after dinner 
on Saturday evening. However, before I was able to do this 
Victor rang me to say that he had had a very distraught 
Flora on the phone demanding to see him; that it was very 
inconvenient to see her at the moment, but that he had 
fixed to see her at 8.45 on Monday morning, 5th December. 
Could I brief him on what to say? I agreed to come over 

to Cambridge the following morning. 
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Te I met Victor ROTHSCHIID at his house on Sunday 
morning at 11 o'clock. I told him the story as I knew 

it up to the present time, explaining that I was just 

too late in getting in touch with him. He said that very 
fortunately he had admitted knowing me, so no harm was 
done. He said that Flora accused me of harrying her sister 


when she was serious ill and that she wa t. 


He said that he would see Flora on 
Monday morning and ring me between 9.30 and 10 to let me 
know the answer. He has just done this, saying that he has 
suggested to her that he, Flora and myself should meet 
tomorrow sometime. Flora does not know that Victor has 
Spoken to me. I am ringing Flora at 11 o'clock, 


Cie 7, Ane 


De 3e Peter Me Wright 


5.12.66 
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DR. VERA WEIZMANN 


Dr. Vera Weizmann, widow of Chaim 
Weizmann, the first President of Israel. died 
in London on Saturday at the age of 87. 
She was the perfect mate of the Zionist 
leader who was equally eminent as states- 

| Man and chemist. A Jewess from Rostov- 

| on-Don, she was a medical student at 
Geneva University where he was a Lecturer. 
He wooed her and after he had moved to 
England in 1906 to be Lecturer at Man- 
chester University he married her. She com- 
pleted her medical studies in England, 
carried on a medical practice and won a 
local reputation. Already in Manchester she 
showed notable social gifts, moving easily 
with all the men and women, Jewish and 
non-Jewish, whom Weizmann won to the 
Zionist cause. And she made for him a 
restful home. og 

During the First World Wardhey moved 
to London, and their modest h@tiSe in Addi- 
son Crescent was a centre for all the Zionist 
leaders and the best of English society. In 
times of trial as well as of triumphs, she 
strengthened him with loving care and under- 
standing. Everywhere she was the gifted 
hostess, who could draw out sympathy from 
her guests, 

When in the thirties Weizmann built 
at Rehovot, Palestine, a home and a small 
research institute, she was the beautifut 
and gracious chatelaine. And after he 
became Israel’s first President in 1948 and 
She was the first lady in the land, their resi- 
dence was the magnet of all the important 
visitors to the young State. 

Among public causes she was devoted to 
thatygreat work of youth and children’s 
rescue, which has brought to Israel 120,000 

| young people and trained them for’life in 
_the land. She had two sons; the younger 
who was an-officer in the R:A.F. was kilied 
in 1942 when attacking a German warship. 
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Extract from Note of an interview with Lord and Lady ROTHSCHILD 


in London on 21st February, 1966, by P.M. Wright and EB. McBarnet 


E. McBarnet 
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Bric Benjamin STRAUSS 


Borns London 18th February 1894 


Educated: Oundle, University College School.’ 
1918/21 New College Oxford. 
Kings College Hospital. 


Served in the Middlesex Regiment 1914/18. 
Studied psychological medicine at Marburg University 1926. 
Unmarried. 


Employed as of 1953 in Department of Psychological 
Medicine St. Bartholomew Hospital. Consultant 
surgeon psychiatry. , 


Died 11th January 1961. 


said that Aileen PHILBY was very much under the influence of Flora 
SOLOMON and that SOLOMAN was the mistress of Dr. Eric STRAUSS, 

added that STRAUSS knew a great deal more about security 
suspicions of PHIILBY, BURGESS and MACLEAN than he had any right to. 
He presumed the information came ‘from Aileen PHIIBY via Flore SOLOMAN, 


2 Inquiries were made about STRAUSS in the me@icel world and 
it was said that in the "trade" his integrity, patriotism and general 
character were rated to be very good. When Flora SOLOMAN was under 
investigation for two months in 1954 it was soon learned that STRAUSS 
was a very close and intimate friend of SOLOMAN. They were extremely 
discreet in their conversations but on the whole it seemed probable 
that they had been lovers at least in the past. 
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No I visualise the start as being from Park Lane, but anyhow 
f'm not absolutely certain it was north of Curzon Street, I 
thought it was. Um, you say south. 

South is Shepherd Market. 

Is Shepherd Market. Now you, um, I didn't have time to walk down 
to it just now but there is um, a big hole, isn't there? And 
if it has been pulled down - south of, um, the Hilton. I don't 
know what was there 

It wouldn't have been a - oh, south of the Hilton? 

It looked to me as though there was rather a big hole. 

I think those were mews houses. 

Yes. 

i think so, yes, I'm sure they were. 


East of the Hilton - you mean - 


No. Today I was really in the Hill Street/Charles Street/Waverton 
Street. As I say I think I can't do any better 


It was a fairly modern block. 


It was, um, well, if you go and look at Waverton Street there is one 
that is exactly what it was in style, it was a demure Georgian door. 


But not the sort of thing you'd pull down if you could possibly avoid 
$<. 


Well I dont know it's what they’re doing. It's certainly not mews 
houses or anything like that. 


But it wasn't sufficiently modern. for you to say whether it was in- 
conceivable that they would pull it down unless there was some - 


I think you're right. I think in New York they might very well be, 
and I should say it was quite certainly, if my visual memory is 
right, early thirties. It's solid red brick early thirties, neo- 
Georgian block. 


They're not likely to pull a - 


No, no I'm sorry, I think I'm thinking in terms of New York, where 
they do. 


I think we'd (7) better leave it like that. 


TOP SECRE 


Coda 18-75 
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Extract from Interview 
for PF.604,592 on. 23,2. 


ae 


ta 


The first thing 
Marks and Spencer: 


$4 
aM, 


bh e4 pe 


@ 
C2 


ne you're goinc down 
on your left or your 
he other side? 


+9 t's « 


so0ing down Curzon Street’ 


some, Is it on the left? 
It's on the north side, on the, 
Street, Charles Street - ereg,. 
5 
- 4%. 


S£ 3, ’ A awry * 2 *- ores ; 
6. C any tnang &2bouUt ts 


There's no block of flats there and an arch. 
There's an arch. 


there s bieck of 


have seen ti 


It's on the - north I'm pretty ain yes, uh, well, uh, I'm pretty 
certain, but I'd ra the t imply ¢ i look at it over the 
weekend , 


ause really the Shepherd 


a2 


It's Shepherd Mark re's nothing big e is 


¢ =~ 


re are, of course, « bleck of flats on 
you have ea look round and see what ... 


the other side too, 


wou se 


I will, yes. It's a ren tha always f 


» ye find extremely confusing. 
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You haven't remembered the woman's name, 
No, But what I @id remember was the name that 
think wa ary, the name surely that we 
£7 


. 


to remember is SIE’? isatt i 


> 


Yes. 


Whether it was SIEFP that was the 


the general 77 point of views 


mean there a SIBPFs in the firm now. 


Honestly I don't know, 3; 
seseee DLOCK of flats. 


From the address, 


rad 
* 


you wouldn't simply, uh, uh, le 

Secause I've really very little 
hour I can pin it down, Yell it's certainly 
an archway to a mews at all, it's not that kind 
a tunnel, Do you know OGrehard Court on the, uh, iaat. 
side of Portman Square? Well it's much more like ‘that 
a big arch running through with six storeys above it. 


- 
os 


Oh, I see, the block of flats is built over 


* 


Yuh, it's Lt over the arch, That's wh 
going through into a fortress. 


Yes. 


There is very little doubt that, that I : 
fact there is no doubt thet I es gan identity 4 


Well I think this is the best way of tackling it because to embark 
on an investigation of all members of 


muoh time to do 
in the least 


Well I was thinking of an entirely 


You were thinking of an arch, but not an arch with o sews behind 


SGS esos 


* 


It's not am arch going through, Wo. N [t goes through in, ss. 
uh, uh, I don't remember, but I should guess it to be « sort of pie- 
shaped building, like that, facing the street ... am E sss and you 
go through the middle and the building spreads out, ' 

a sort of unenclosed, or indeed, possibly, an enclosed oO 

I don’t remember. 


¥e*’ve searched and can't find it, but ess. 


fOOnteeces 
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Well, I think I can almost guarantee .... but I'm no clearer 
on the date, 


You're not? 


I*m no clearer on the date; I, I simpiy haverft got anywhere 


It was at some time when KIM was abroad. 
Was abroad, yes. Which one would think would mean Spsin, 
CS 


Yes, Unless it was so late, that it was, um, it might have been 
Turkey, it might have been cess 


But in any ¢ase you would have distinguished - 1+ eould have 
been post-war I suppose, 


htee 
Mmmm . 


KIM wasn't away durine the war. 


ar 


No. I don't think he was in Spsin (very guiet) 
[t could have been Turkey or Washineton, couldn't it, 


Yes, but that would be pause) so late that I should remember, 
( garbdle but you would have been able to distinguish between the 
phe pe the preewar period wouldn't you? 


W,.well you'd think so. Uh, can I put - the other way that I think 
if it was post-war I dhould remember it « good desl more precisely. 
‘n the only argument ageinst thet is that when I saw the totter’, uh, 
it came so immediately to my mind. “...which, uh, I immediately 
thought "Oh God, Thet's that". Um, which would rather sugzest 
that it might not have been so very long before. 


You mean th hs you hed kiuown the name before you saw the letter, 
The letter firey reminded you .e. 


ey %, ") roe ~ iil 
gee the nasne that you knew? { ii CC: ‘oe me 


Uh, and of an epbsode that I knew. I remember Guy telling me that. 
he, he'd got this letter. I don't think I'd setually seen the 


letter before, 
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Extract for PF 604,692 —’Flora SOLOMON 


Original at serial 431»b in P 


~~) fe ws i 


Extract from Transcription of Interview between A.S. Martin, P.M. Wri ht 


and Sir Antho BLUNT on Frid th Februar 


COW s. I 
3 3% 4 — on 
telli mz He 


Guy's papers which 


becinning 4@a8in ana 


ing os = 

we cught to his straight away - 

the letter which had been found which was amor 
he extracted 4 presumably to protect Kim as much as anything 


's start 


any things 


” Ws 


Perhars 
upshot of it being 


war 
V7 tac 


ws openly 

in conversation 
ne but was 

to her for 

he needed 
y - he could 
not involved 
vreat deal of 


« + 
1 Y 
‘te * 
cS 


new - must 


mean 


f her husband 


» and there 
Spencer 


think 4¢ conceivable diy 


aicht recognise +! 


Same block of fists - 
think I must have gone 


ba oihlaAse UV 


fairly certain 
once + with Guy 


tines fap 
piaee sé ici 


tmernrheeht on? 
LNtrcanct. on: 


ther@e 


- or can i have 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


gsr 


Nelli, sion i have cles 

ra tts “ sere in the 
hte Mill Street areas 

rather curt ously 
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Ro nm oe 
ast & 


mous 


tt 2 
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m+ 2 
ae 


onbn 5 
walked 


” 


saratoga for 


1) 


4% 


conceivable 


Vs & 


we i oa 
pockete 


; ri 
ald rer exbe 


rg 
. 
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was 


Yese hen you 


hreugh everything, 


thir 


ik 


think - 


“4 


wT 


, ling of the 1 


a) 


i 


he office, 
ent through the 


+ was then that I 


thing 


* 


b 
t 
i 
5 


it must 
fi 
was living 
first daye 
£43 rzet who 


& with this in my mind is a block of 
Street ~- in Mayfair = in the Charles 
very « axteenely. expenaive block of flats, 
all the read leads 
Very, aimest sort 
one « right under the 


nke 


a 


- 
Ste 


> 


ae 


ve 


Dorchester 


* 
ram 


niks round theres 


you met her? 


that 
net h and i 1 can't « I 
Guy = but, I still think that 
Bib. Parye Guy may have 
inly he didn't 
*y' have been two 
in the ordinary 
can't have used 


women herself wouldn't want 


Also I'am 
ve known 


Ana + 
om & 


royede 
uld ha 


anh 


again you 
toe know 


ind I don't even know 
the letter « it might 
knew each other. 


j 
; 


ult of serabbling 


in the flat = when we 
it, do you? 
after = the 
people from 
divided up and 
pretty certain 


at, you remember that part of 
there + i mean ee ee 
te went in } 
they were not = 
73 in one room and ." 


found this = 
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THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1968. 
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THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT | 
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 
THE PUBLIC RECORDS 

ACT 1958 
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Extract for File No....PE.604 7092... é' Name 
Original in File No...P.%..604., 5% Serial......7.6 
Date and Place of “Interview/ Meeting 


with (also give security context of person being interviewed) 


Subject 


1 XK A.T 
Kixtracted by Feo vvecnnswhssica da vanes e OOO 


3. In 1934 she was introduced to Flore SOLCHON end 
went to Marks & Spencer as @ welfare worker in Leeds, 
Reading and Oxford. In 4936 she left Marks & ©: 

in order to marry Roger BACKHOUSE (prother of 

whom she had known for a long time, but the engageme 
broken off and she returned to Marks & Spencer in Oxrora 
where, among other things, she stopped a strike. one 
continued to work for Marks & Spencer in Loncaon aiterw 
In 1937 she started to live with Frank BIRCH and stay 
with him until 1939. She still worked for Marks & 


bry | QINT ORSON 
Flora SOLOLOUN, 


4. On the 3rd September, 4939 she was with 
and Flora asked her to get Frank BIRCH to lunch the next day in 
order to meet someone who wanted to do Intelligence 
Aileen and Frank lunched there the next day and met 
STRAUSS and) Kim PHILBY. Frank saw Kim alone and thou 
him very suitable for Intelligence work, bus thougat 1 
he had too good a job for him to try to recruit him 
time. In 1940 Aileen left Frank BIRCH and star 

with PHILBY. 


_ 

.@) 

ve) 
" 
1 


Sy Ee 


t 
ct 


— pf ct 


t=} 
F3 


evi 


Bn’ OQ P 


4 
‘ 


S POcus o2w wu sue 
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Reference 


NOTE FOR’ FILE 


On 26th March it was learned from the 
telecheck on Flora SOLOMON that she 
returned to London on Sunday the 24th, and | 
is leaving for Israel on 7th Ceseber. Aw, 


D1. 


26th March, 1963. McBarnet. 


CODE 18-76 
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SECRET 7 


/ f 


: : 
GP.o. 3 <a Sex SRG aa : 
ee AWKINS 


Home Office Warrant Change of Address/Telephone Number 


0) ve Ci] MON Se bekie Oe bo OGRE RS ae aah dete eaarslne et : 
ADD: DELETE: 


Ambassador 0734 


“®@ 


Datte.......4.5 43,63, Signature 
Copy to: A.2 


*Delete whichever is inapplicable. 


S. Form 417 rey.3.59 


SECRET 
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S Form 338 10m 10.62 


© 


SECRET 


Name: SOLOMON T.C. No.: 


Tel. No.: ANB OTH + Date: 


Responsible Section: 


Bn , TOMY 
We Chale ol . ~ / fad ad ted OF aS 


fyRey sry | : | 
JE Gee J ete he 
Se eee sin ati 

LiULUVEOU L404 4 


£548 


arranced 
bee a CLAS & 
. 


oming, 


ran 


Tre ? 
WeCAnw 


— 

MARTY 
it 

ee 
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Oh @ar - well, I'm awfully sorry. I'm afraid 


4 
Y 


I've added fuel to your burting fire. 


No, you couldn't have added fuel - I've written 
her a letter to tell her exactly what I hink 

of her and I don't want to have anything more 
to do with he I don't like bad manners, 

It's inexcusable in a civilized society. I 
suppose no Russian is really civilized. 
(laughter) So, you can tell her all that 
with my scorn. 


Mrs 8 repeated that SOLOMON wovld not be back for 
another 10 days. 
11.07 
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SECRET 


Cp 0, Sihtitctaiehiameeds: MR wexckax BA IRERST x x 
eM. N. A. Hawarns* 


Home Office Warrant Change of Address/Telephone Number 


Please make the following amendment to H.O.W. No........ TS/2358 
in the name of....... MPRa..FLOTER..BOLOMON ce ceeteeeeeene — 


ADD: DELETE: 


Ambassador 073 


Date... si pRB Back -lx Signature 
Copy to: A.2 


*Delete whichever is inapplicable. 


8. Form 417 rev.3.59 


SECRET 
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Reference 


~] -%,. > ‘ 4+. - Anh ny > 
2d from a telenhone 


at present in New York, 


“y* oo 
~~ 2 


in London is let. she is leaving 


NT paver nmatkirn + Tana AQN-h Varo) OL Z 
NeW return to London on 10th March, 1963, 
= ; } py | oa mth hin SAQQNHON at OZ WarA 

. 4 h Mrs. SASSOON at 2), 11VQS 


ania Wil L£ £O | wLay L 
ATaasrnb " ~ ae an nAirnw » ey Az et 
Number Ambassador 0/3, 


vy 
am 4 7 wy ant a 
, hd ae pe 

¢ 


0 oo q “4 ay 
ark oquare 
Carrington House, W. 


A 


4 


Det. 


ee 


Lith March , 19€ 


CODE 18-76 
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Mrse Flora SOLOMON 


AYfair 267. 


7 * 


Mrs. Flora SOLOMON was a friend of H.A.R. PHILBY and had 
knowledge of his espionage activities. >; is desired 
to know her reactions to his disappearance. 


26 February, 1963. 
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26 February, 1963. 


EF .601,692/D.1/BelMcb 


“ blag: Cone . 


_ £ 1 ar Are 34 oy p> ~ 
L wa ayplying fox a telephone check on 
Way aix 2157 > 


The subscriber to this mmber is ims. Flora 
SOLGMON, 103 Carrington House, Hertford Street, 
Loren 2 Wet. 


Mieco, SOLOMON is known to have been a contact 
of Ti, Ae R. PHELBY, and we are anxious tc knew her 
reactions to the news of his disappearance. 


Yours sincerely, 


as 


Ee MeBernet. 
N, Ae Hawkins, Esq, 
G.P.0. 


EMoB/GA 
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THE ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 
RETAINED IN DEPARTMENT 
UNDER SECTION 3(4) OF 

THE PUBLIC RECO 
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SECRET 


PP ..604 ,692/D.1./ASE 


17 Oetober 1962 


I enclose a summary of our 
information about Mrs. Flora SOLOMON. 
My assessment of her veracity was 
included in the account of my interview 
with her. 


We are 

“assessment of 
_ 
44 


you nave as soon 


SECRET 


oe 


THISISACOPY. 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 


ACT 1958 Mihcid 2022. 
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SECRET 


Flora SOLOMON 


Flora BENENSON was born in Russia on 
28 September, 1898, the daughter of Grigori Ossipovitech 
BENENSON and his wife Sophie. She has two sisters, 
Manye now Mre. HARARI who lives in this country, and 
Fira now the Countess Il'Inskaya who has a dressmaking 
business in New York. The BENENSON family left Russia 
in 1914 and arrived in the United Kingdom in 1915. 
BENENSON was reported to be a very rich man and to be 
concerned with Lena Goldfields Ltd. in Russia. One 
report states that BENENSON was believed to be an agent 
of the "Bolsheviks" but there is nothing to confirm 
this. His business interests often took him to America 
and he was said to be a shady businessman, 


2. In 1919 Flora BENENSON married Lt. Col. Harold 
Josiah SOLOMON, about whom we only know that he was 
British, was a Director and shareholder of Lena Gold- 
fields Ltd. and died at some date after June 1925, at 
which time he was living at 19 Campden House Road, 
Kensington. : 


Be In 1925 it was reported by a Special Branch 
source that "“SOLOMON's wife is as bad as her father and 
mother, the last named the most terrible creature, 
capable of anything, and BENENSON'’s accomplice through 
many years of shady deals". 


Lie In 1939 Flora SOLOMON had become Welfare 
Superintendent at Marks and Spencer, and in May of that 
year came to notice when she reported to Special Branch 
om an employee of Marks and Spencer whom she believed 
to be a German spy. Mrs. SOLOMON was described by 
Special Branch at that time as “a responsible person 

of Conservative political outlook". 


5e In 1942 Flora SOLOMON was vetted for employ- 
ment with 5.0.H. The information given by Special 
Branch was reported to 8.0.8. and as a result her 
application was not followed up. 


6. In June 1951 we learned that Flora SOLOMON 
had been one of two witnesses at the marriage of 
H.AsRs PHILBY and Aileen PHILBY formerly FURSE, which 
took place on 25 September, 1946.  # The second witness 
was Thomas HARRIS, Also in 1951 we learned that 
Aileen PHILBY who hed been employed by Marks and Spencer 
before she started to live with PHILBY was trying to 
persuade Mrs. SOLOMON to get her a jab. There is no 
doubt that the initiative in the mtter was entirely 
Aileen PHILBY's and Flora SOLOMON did not respond with 
any enthusiasm. 


mentioned Flora SOLOMON whom he described as an arrogant 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 


3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
RAE eee 


fend domineering +4440 
x\% er od 
(We 
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and domineering Jewess, who could exert a strong 
influence over both the PHILBYs. TaEEE said 
that, according to Aileen PHILBY, before the War 
Plora SOLOMON sent Kim PHILBY on a mission to Spain 
to contact a Communist whe was in trouble with the 
Falangists. Aileen had told long ago 
that Flora SOLOMON was a Communist. 


8. As a result of this information it was 
decided that cheeks should be imposed on Flora SOLOMON. 
They revealed nothing to her detriment. 


Je In 1960 we learned =) 99) 7 ithat 
Plora SOLOMON proposed to visit Russia and that she 
was in touch with Mre. Vera TRAILL (qev.) in that 
connection. 


9e As a result of some information passed to us 
by Lord Rothechild to the effect that she had told hin 
that she knew that PHILEY was working for the Russians 
at the time of the Spanish Civil Wer, checks were taken 
out on Mre. SOLOMON in July, 1962, as a preliminary to 
an interview. We learned nothing adverse and on 

» 1962, Bre. SOLOMON was interviewed. 


‘ Auguct 


Oe Fiora SOLOMON. has a wide circle of friends 
and acquaintances, almost without exception Jewish. 

She alse knows and has some contact with such well 
known persons of Russian origin es Moura BUDBERG and 
Vera TRAILL.« She is on good terma with her son, Peter 
BENENSON, and his family. She is, and proclaims 
herself to be, a Zieniet and there is not much doubt 
that the well being ef Israel is now her strongest 
interest in life. She has said that in the 1930s she 
was pro-Russian in sentiment, anti-Feseist by convic- 
tion and held very left-wing political views. She 
does not admit to Communist Party membership or Communist 
activities and has certainly never come to notice in 
that context. She declares that she is now anti- 
Communist and we have no reason to doubt it. 


17 October 1962 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 mae, 
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Reference 


Attached is the transcript 
ees | 


Martir ne & RBinres SOTOMON 
Martin and Mrs, Flora SOLOMON 


Lantambea 4QL9 
oepvemoer, 1 7Oc. 


(98) 
JC&Sttd 
Gp782/39 


CODE 18-76 


THIS IS A COPY 
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED 
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION 
3(4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS 
ACT 1958 Mate 2622 
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of him, because every time he came, or visited me, I 


think by then the relation with LITZI was already pretty 


bad". 
"Yes, well this was what, '37 ?" 
"Yes, and I began to understand, never completely 
explained, that he is unhappy, that this a relationship 
which doesn't mean snieeie it was odd, KIM had never 
explained to me, you know like when we sit together 
and bore right to the bottom or you would confide in a 
friend, but I mean, his sort of attachment to me grew 
and grew. He was on bad terms, incidentally, with his 
family, his family - I don't think they met very much". 
"With his mother ?" 
"A great attachment to his mother, but completely non - - 
with her, what-really an attachment, attachment without 
comprehension, put it like that, on the mother's part 
and then there wea lot of visitors, whom he was very 
fond of. 

Then he disappeared, he came, and very frequently he 
even stayed in my house, he slept in the boy's room, my 
boy was at school and I had a spare room, and lots of 
people stayed, I mean it isn't KIM alone. 

Well then, once he came back terrifically agitated, 
I think the war was over, I mean his assignment in Spain 
was finished I don't know when, how long did his work go on ?" 
"I'm not sure exactly, he remained on the Times". 
"Oh yes, but what I mean.” 
"I think he did have a spell in London before, of course, he 
went out with the B.E.F. to France". 
"Of course. Well, you see it was a - - - - and a very agitated 
life. I, myself, at that period, had a very agitated life 
of my own, It has never been a relationship, and couldn't 
have been, you see this difference of age, I was much too 
occupied with my own affairs, which allowed me to concentrate 


too much on him as a person, put it like that, 
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"How can I best describe it, here's a young man, very 
pleasant young man, I'm very fond of him, he is intelligent, 
he is stimulating, he's attached to me, and there it is. 
You ask me whether I have ever been a mistress of KIM, 
so far removed as - it is raining at the moment". 
"But he had a fixation", 
"I think he developed a fixation, quite definitely, because 
he wouldn't have brought me into his innermost secrets, I 
mean that is obvious, he had complete confidence in me, 
put it like that. 

And once he came back, and he rang me up, and said 
oh please come out etc., I'm in a terrible state and so on, 
and I did, I remember some Spanish restaurant or something 

ins. Ss Fed 

like that. And he again visited that he is now in a very, 
very difficult position, and so I said well you come here, 
you say this, you say that, I don't understand, what is it, 
is it family, is it your wife, is it your work, what is it, 
I mean like loosing your job. And then he said, well you 
know you seem to be awfully dumb, don't you understand what 
I am doing, and so I said no, I haven't got a clue, I mean 
I know you're involved here and there, and he said don't you 
see that I am a 100% on the Soviet side, and that I am 
helping them, that I am carrying a terrifically important 
and difficult assignment, and I am in danger, and I am 
really terrifically ?tense, you know that's what he was", 
"Can we just stop there. Do you think there's any means 
of dating this ? Had he just come back from Spain, did 


he go to Spain again afterwards". 


. tt 
"I can't say, I know it was well before the war . 


"You say he'd just come back when he rang you up and 
let's go out, was that coming back from Spain or ?— 


don't know". 
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Well let's try and pin point it, when the hell did the 


war break out. 


"It was well before that". 

"Yes, I think it was in the Munich year", 

"Yes, that was '38 wasn't it" 

nm t3gm 

tt 138 2" 

"We're none of us frightfully good on dates 

"It really was '38" 

" 138, oh definitely, it just a year before the war" 

"And it was before, you think this confession" 

"No, I think it was after Munich, because you see one felt one 
was so, so, in such a terrible state, I mean there was Hitler 
marching, there was Russia, there was = the whole thing was, 
and I have to add that my feelings then, as far as Hitler, and 


choice of Russia or Hitler were quite definite". 


% | Ps es 3 ff 
"Yes, there was no longer any question in your mind". 


"No question in my mind, and if I had to choose I would sooner 
have Russia than, than Hitler and it's still today, so I admit 
that it hasn't changed for one minute. If I'm asked would you 
sooner be red or dead I know what I will answer, and I mean 
completely, as I say I am completely A-politicaligy, I'm an 
anti-Communist, 100% and particularly since their attitude to 
Jews and everything else, and altogether my mind is much 
clearer now, what I think, obviously years have helped me, 

But at that period, I can't say to you that I was 
horrified, shocked, or in any way impressed, you know that. 
Oh here is a dangerous man I didn't have that feeling". 
"No". 
"No, I thought perhaps he's right, perhaps - you know, he 
shouldn't work for us, I don't know. 
This was my attitude, and therefore you see I am not very, if 
you are indignant you remember things, but if you are partially 
in sympathy you don't, 


He then tried to enlist my help, that is where you see 
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Page 11 

S. cont. "in the doghouse ??? Why don't you, why - I admit you 
are intelligent, you are extrovanic ?? why don't you help 
us and so on". 
"At the restaurant ?" 
"At the restaurant, well I said, look here this is not my 
interests, I consider that it is underground work, perhaps 


it has to be done, hasn't to be done, I am not of that type, 


it doesn't interest me, it is horrifying as far as I am 


concerned, forgive me beéause you are intelligent but I 

hate everything (laughter from the men as well as Mrs. 8. 

rendered her next few words inaudible) - - - I know it has 

to be done, and I mean I respect the person who has the courage, 

and the perservence, and the perfection, I mean one's country 

needs: help, but it isn't my field and its emt of the question 
Well, very shortly after that, I received, and I tried 

to piece it together this morning, but unfortunately I can't, 

a most expensive telegram from Paris ? meet you there, there, 

You know, I think I told you it was very much worded like 

these messages were during the war, my ?tante? has a plume 

or something like that". 

You mean a sort of code, as it were’. 

"Well semi-code telegram, I mean it was completely un-understandable- 

"Well now, you mean you received this through the ordinary - 

"Yes", 

"Through the Post Office, en ordinary telegram" 

"An ordinary telegram. Well when KIM, very shortly after 

this, I was puzzled and then I thought someone had played a 

joke on me or something happened". 

"But it was signed KIM". 

"No, it wasn't signed". 

"Can you recollect at all what it said" 

"No, unfortunately, you see I've tried so hard in my bath 


this morning to coneentrate, and I can't, I really 
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S. cont. “can't” 

M. “But it had something to do with meeting" 

3%. "Yes, yes, it had - I mean what it appeared to have said was 
that I was called to something, to gParis#$ 
“Now when you received this, you didn't associate it with KIM", 
"No, to begin with not at all, but afterwards I thought 
Oh maybe this is the follow up of KIM's confession". 
"How did it - I mean what was the relationship in time between 
your last ? meeting ? and the telegram". 
"It must have been very short, because I told KIM about this 
telegram, I said, by any chance had that any meaning with 


what you seid to me, because I told you so definitely to count 


Ce 10.37% me out, and it's too absurd and everything else. 


i, 9. And KIM then - now did he really explain to me, or did he hint 
to me, or did he insinuate that it was something to do with it, 
but anyhow my impression is that this was the source where it 
came from", 

"Have you shown ithe telegram to KIM and said - " 
"No I didn't", 
"Well, did KIM raise the question of the telegram or ?" 

"No, I did, I said - I said by any chance, I received the 

most extraordinary telegram, could it have anything to do 

with this conversation, and he more or less implied to me 
that it had. I'm convinced that it was, now in my mind, 

not now but I always was the same, that it had something 

to do with it, that I was being pushed into it", 

"Can you remember, did it instruct - It came from Paris ?" 

"It came from Paris" 

"?What? the telegram". 

"Yes", 

"It came from Paris ?" 

? to come to some sort of rendezvous, put it 
like that, but you see it was so out of my field, my interest, 
my thought, that it puzzled me for a minute,and then I put it 


aside", 
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"Did you by any chance think it wasn't meant for you" 
"No". 
"Though it wasn't signed", 
"No, no, it was addressed to my house and there it was". 
"But if somebody sent me an unsigned telegram telling me to 
go to Paris, I think I would have assumed that there had been 
a muddle at the Post Office". 
"Well it was addressed to me, it was addressed to the correct 
address. I used to go to Paris a lot, I mean after all that 
period, you know one moved. I have a tremendous number of 
friends in Paris, and particularly at that period, had. I 
don't know why, but don't forget I was 100% busy, I had a full 
time job, from morning to night, to do with people, I started and 
was in charge of Marks and Spencer's personnel and welfare, to 
keep the whole thing, I had a terrifically responsible, and very 
exciting, and very interesting job, which absolutely absorbed 
me 100% as you can imagine. I had @ child, who was then at 

I had an enormous number of friends, and I 
was doing for a great number of refugees, you know, care, so you 
can imagine that my heesi. at that period, was not really ina 
state, or my interests, to concentrate on that, and I did not 
think it so very important, you see I would like to say that, 
if today, or even post war, or during the war, if such a thing 
had happened obviously one would have taken it out in a quite 
different spirit than at that period". 
Well how did KIM explain it, when you said to KIM this telegram, 
what does it mean and what is it you want, what did he say. 
"He did confirm that it had something to do with the conversation 
we had over lunch, another try to involve me, But you see, I 
don't know - do you know KIM ?" 


"Yes, I knew KIM, during the war, during the last war", 


"Well you know him, you know that KIM never - I mean as a correct 


?---~? of KIM, was very = he was articulate, in spite of his 
stammer, but at the same time never explained anything to the 


full, you knew there was always - " 
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e 


10.16 An i/c telephone call for Rs interrupted Mrs. 8. 


10.4.2. 8 continued. "I suppose it depends on one's own make up, 
R46. fortunately if I wasn't interested—R's cough drowned S, 

“I would like to say this, I haven't got one streak of curiosity. 
I love. people, I like to be surrounded by people, I don't get 
terrifically, personally, absolutely involved with people, and 
if, even a subject that interests me enormously, for the moment 
I can be interested, but then I return to my own sort of 
vibrations, I can't quite explain. I don't try, sort of thing, 
unless it is important, intellectually or personal At that 
period I did not consider that it was terrifically important, 
you know that is a stage further, I can't make it out myself, 

it was probably my attitude". 

"Well, I think really the explanation of this is quite simple 
and that is, that you were highly preoccupied with other things 
and not in a sort of atmosphere of leisure, and if one is highly 
preoccupied, I imagine, one doesn't pay attention so much to 
peripheral things which are not of interest to oneself". 

"Yes, but on the other hand, you might ask yourself, if one - 

I don't know if you saw that thing “Photo Finish", did. you 

see it ?" 

eyes), £ dia", 

"You did, do you remember, if one throws oneself back into 

that period of ?oneself? one asks oneself when faced with 

time, somebody who is working and so on, I mean clearly one 
should list ----— 

M, interrupting "Extraordinary that one didn't take more interest at 


" 
the time you mean, yes 


"Exectly, I mean one asks oneself I mean how, but you see, 

it was a terrifically, ideologically it was a terrifically 
muddled period, one wasn't at all sure who was right, who was 
wrong, where the danger lay and so on. Look, both of you are too 


young to really have the same reaction as I had then, at that 


period young people ~- I 
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"don't know what age you are and so forth, were dogmatic, 
and yet not visualising what the world really can present, 
as it presents to me, I mean could one see the rotteness of 
the real nature which arises, all right, communism at that 
period, hadn't really shown it's proper face had 

"No, it seemed to be the only answer", 

"It seemed the only answer, absolutely, that was the reply, 

the choice, and therefore - I mean if today, well that's why 

I am coming out with it, because you see what I think of it 
today, well what we all think of it today. No I didn't say 
very much, except I received this telegram, I have to add 

that at that period, I was very much involved I had a very 
ardent, a very important person in life, and the man in my 

life was KERENSKY". 

Alexander KERENSKY ? 

Alexander KERENSKY - so you can imagine that - again not 
politically, I mean I regarded it - as far as politics, he and 
I, and I'll tell you in a minute why, I had a ?great influence? 
and I think that was the main reason why I didn't marry him. 
Anyhow, I never mentioned this story, you know KIM's to KERENSKY, 
but KERENSKY said to me, you know, I don't like this 
young man, I don't like his views, Now, I didn't know his 
views, I knew it was secret, you know what I mean, but I never 
heard him express views, but he had his suspicions ? I must say" 
"Did KIM know of --- 

"Of my romance ? Oh yes", 

"Ves a P 

"Oh yes he did, and, of course took a very negative attitude 

to KERENSKY, which I, at the time as the sort of natural sort 


of resentment, if he had this sort of infatuation for me, 


But again I was, you see, KIM as a man, was to me a boy", 


"Let's get back to the telegram. You met KIM again after 
the telegram, was it a long period between the telegram and 
meeting him, you don't know, persumably not very long". 


"No". 
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"But you didn't, I mean the moment you received the telegram 

you didn't think eh that's KIM, and lift up the telephone and ask 
him", 

"No, you see why I am so surprised is that the telegram didn't 
puzzle me terribly, this is the point, but I did after a while, 
you know thinking about it", 

"Did-did it strike you ---", 

interrupting "It didn't strike me", 

"I mean couldn't it have been connected with ? K&RENSKY 

"No, no, I mean KARENSKY wouldn't send me such a mad telegram, 
put it like that", 

"He was living in Paris then ?" 

"He was living in Paris, and that is why I very frequently went 
over to Paris, that was the only reason. I even, for a time, had 
a flat in Paris. He used to come very often to London, well you 
understand my position was terrifically precarious and difficult, 
I mean here I had this terrific romance, I was very exposed in my 
work, I had my son whom I wanted also to keep it from him, the 
whole situation, my life was much too busy for anything". 

said he had been out to put on the kettle, and had missed part 

of the conversation. 

"Did KE€RENSKY see this curious telegram, did I dream it or did 
you say to me once that he said to you that he didn't ----" 
interrupting “like him" 


"You didn't tell him of the telegram" 


Arch ; 
"No, he not like KIM", 


"Did you ever tell him what KIM said" 

tot 

"Never", 

"I want to tell you that I have never, never breathed a word, 
about KIM until I met VICTOR, not a soul, not my son, not 


myself I tried. to forget it", 
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"I think I ought to mention here that I haven't spoken to you 


in detail about this, but the only thing I did say was that it 
must be understood you must not be implicated in this conversation 
later". 
Well, I mean Mr. Martin please, and I mean that is the one reason 
that I am here, because I have this complete confidence that 
VICTOR wouldn't expose me", 
"That goes without saying". 
"Yes, I accepted it, otherwise - I wouldn't do it. I would like, 
here before I go further, to explain to you, why I have come 
out with it now, and not before. You see, up to, no during, 
Oh no perhaps I shouldn't - no I must do that later, because 
it is not right, let's go on". 
"Yes. You regarded KIM and KERENSKY as on opposite sides of the 
fence". 
"Well, obviously, obviously". 
"Yes, and was that your resson for not telling KARENSKY ?" 
"Absolutely, absolutely. You see now with KERENSKY my relation- 
ship was, I mean obviously it was a tremendous, ardent love affair". 
"But you didn't entirely agree with him politically". 
"Absolutely not, and I still don't", 
"No", 
"So you see, there we are, I never. agreed with him because 

that I didn't believe that we will ever return back, that 
he will return back and will take the reins. His whole existence 
was so much that he was at the head of the ?----? I felt that he 
muddled up the things very much, I did not, but I loved him, and 
loved him as a person. I- felt that as the leader and sort of 
head he was completely unsuited, and he was thrown out by the wave 
of —- you know", 
"Did you tell him that ?" 
"Oh yes, I mean over that we had terrific absolute disagreement 
and I didn't forsee that, ever, ever, RUSSIA will return back to 
a liberal KARENSKY regime, which I have to hold this belief, I 


felt that a new world was coming, and that we have to accept it, 
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S. cont. and that perhaps was my hope that things will get better, but it 
will never, the stock will never be reverted". 
"So in fact, you knew that KAQENSKY was working both openly and 
underground", 
"He wasn't working then under the ground at that period". 
"Really, I don't really know", 

Both S. and M. spoke together 

"No, no, at that period it was, it was printing, and the 
work you could do ---" 
"Yes, but I mean they must sell what they want". 
"Oh, of course, I mean he published a paper in Paris, which I 
helped him with, because of my attachment for him, but I was never 
With him ideologically, ideologically yes, but sect caaly not", 
"The tactics that you thought were wrong, rather than ---" 
"It was tactics, at that period he was the same as we all are, 
he was a liberal, who wanted a liberal regime in Russia, as a 
socialist but he is no more, this is, I mean -" 


interrupting “He's gone to the right" 


"Oh completely right, I mean sure he is more right than ---- 


(S's laughter drowned her following few words). 

"Do you ever see him", 

"Oh yes, oh yes --- see him, he 

"But he must be a very, very old man now". 

"He's 81 now, and he's half blind, and he is writing his memoirs 
now it should be tremendously interesting". 

"Well, thats a digression". 

"Yes, that's a different thing. No I did not show him - KERENSKY 
the telegram, I never discussed KIM and I never divulged KIM's 
secrets to KERENSKY, never. A-- because, anyhow I don't see things 
as he, because I knew this young man was in great danger, and the 
first point is that I didn’t want to be implicated, I didn't want 
to be wrapped up in it, it's not my affair". 

"When you say danger, you mean that KIM himself told you that he 
was in danger". 


"This was the point, at this lunch he told me that he was in 


© Crown Copyright 


Page 19 
Se cont. 
M, 


Ss. 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


terrific danger, at that period". 


"But did he give you any idea what he meant by that", 

"No, but he came in a terrible state, and he said he was in 
great danger, and that he was living completely on his nerves, 
and was very tense, and I said I'm not surprised if you are 
doing work like that, you know, I mean you are in false 
pretences, Then soon after that, I began to realise that 
the relationship between him and LITZI was a completely 
business relationship". 

"Do you mean it had been from the start", 

"Now I think so, now ~ I mean I've thought that for a long 
time, that this was a business partnership. Well then we're 
coming to '39. (pause) The moment the war broke out, KIM 
went, he went away didn't he ?" 

"He went over with. the B.E.F," 

"He went for ---" 

"He was still on the "Times", 

"He was on the Times. And the next I remember, KIM being one 
of the first people who came back after Dunkirk, And he came 
and stayed at my house, that I remember, I mean I was probably 
one of the first people who had the information about Dunkirk, 
ft had @ description of the whole thing. "By then, of course, 
I was already 100% involved in the war, and KIM's attitude from 
that moment began to change, You see, I said to 
KIM, but now we have other things and other attitudes, and I 
mean I am not interested in anything anymore but the war, but 
what about Russia and everything else, I said fine, at that time 
Russia was not in the thing - Oh, was Dunkirk - when Russia had 
the pact with Germany". 

"The Germans = Soviet pact". 

“Well, of course, that was it, I said well Russia, as far as 

I am concerned Russia is finished, with.Germany I mean, My 
whole attitude was then so clear and so absolutely defined ? 


thet. KIM began to see me not as a friend any more", 
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"In other words, when the German ~ soviet pact was signed” 

"Veg" Y 

"You felt then that all your affection for Russia - " 
(interrupting) “Absolutely, it was over you see, if before I 
was youthful in action, but not youthful in ideology, from that 
moment onwards obviously it was dead". 

"But not to KIM". 

"No, not to KIM definitely. Well KIM's friendship remained for 
me, but his confidence in me was shaken, but in spite of that 
words were dropped, you know I still understood that he was 
working, put it like that. Then comes the thing that I helped 
and assisted him meeting one of my assistants at Marks & Spencers, 
AYLEEN. FURSE,.whom, I brought the introduction, because she was 


the cousin of the man who worked at Marks and Spencers, NEIL 


FURSE, do you know him", 


"No", ‘ AY eH 
yee 


"Well, NEIL asked me one day would I introduce his cousin, who 
is sweet, a very affectionate girl, very gifted, highly neurotic 
and ought to be occupied, the time it was before the call up, we 
are now in the phoney war, you know. And would I try and place 
her, I did, I. liked @ILEEN very much and I believed then, as I 
believe now that neurosis is very often the result of too much 
leisure and no purpose in life 

this wouldn't oceur, it was the question of the girl. And I 
engaged her, and she became one of my assistants, and very much 
liked the way we worked together, she was a ? good ? worker, 
didn't have neurosis to begin with, and I thought aha, her life 
is all right now. Well, she had a very unhappy home life, she 
had a father who married three times, and I don't know, hopeless 
and no home, and she was terrifically attached to me". 

"She ceased to live at home ?" 

"No but she lived at home, or partially at home, but she stayed 
a great deal with me. Then, where are we now, yes, she must have 


been there during Dunkirk, in my house, because that is when KIM 
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"met her, KIM and AILEEN fell in love, that I believe was 
quite serious to begin with. Personally I don't believe now 
that KIM really falls in love, I mean he was infatuated, but 
his purpose in life is so fixed on his political work, and I 
think that comes before anything else. Now @ILEEN - the 
FURSE's are a very upstanding well known family, the uncle is 
one of the well known M.P.'s STAMPFIELD ? Do you know a man 


called STAMPFIELD ? Anyhow, it's perfectly respectable, very 


2 2 A Bh > 7 
conservative, very organised, RILEEN's father ?----? And, 


they decided, KIM decided that he is going to --~, not to 
marry her I think, you see this is where the thing started. 
But, he is in love with ftileen, and BILEEN's mad about him (KIM), 
so I said fine, it seemed to me all right, but I would like to 
warn you KIM, that BILEEN is very neurotic. And I said to 
MILEEN, I like KIM very much, he is very nice, but he is so 
involved with his work, and everything pertaining to his work, 
that I don't know whether it will really be the thing you are 
looking for. And I said to KIM well, obviously you must get a 
divorce, and if you can't what are you going to do. So, he 
seid I can't divorce LITZI, because the war is on, LITZI is a 
refugee or, you know, here, and I can't go back on LITZI, and 
I can't marry @ILEEN, but we're together. And they lived 
together until I think the third child was born". 

"Yes, they actually married in - ", 

"Much later", 

WT 6" 

"46, Why all the same do you 

to KIM I mean, how can you face the 

situation, and he saying I need LITZI now, immediately and 
frankly, you see, I need LITZI I can't - - = LITZI as a 
foreigner". 

"Do we all know what he's doing - undoubtedly". 


"No, in fact I remember", 
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interrupting $"So there was no pretence then, on KIM's part, 


that he was living with AILEEN'S, 

"Mr. MARTIN, you must think I'm mad, at that period I wasn't 
interested who was living with whom, what was happening". 
"Well, LITZI was living with somebody else". 

"Oh I know that LITZI was living with someone else, oh that 
I know, I heard of it, that I know, it doesn't worry me. 

She had a German friend, whom she eventually married ---- 
interrupting. "She married another chap". 

"Well, LITZI knew that I knew the history, but it was never 
discussed between us, everything was assumed ----"' 

"May I interrupt there, LITZI knew the history, do you mean 
that she knew that KIM had confided in you ? 

"Yes", ‘ 

"She didi?", 

"She did, because LITZI talked to me as if I was in the 
picture, but never discussing people, can you --" 
interrupting "Well, it's hard to imagine, but I-I certainly 
don't - it's very interesting, I didn't - " sentence left in 
mid-air, 

"Oh yes, LITZI knew that I knew", 

"So that they were completely as one, let's say, on the 
professional side". 

"Oh yes", 

"There wasn't any doubt about that". 

"About what ?", 

"That KIM was completely frank with LITZI, as to what he 

was doing", 

"Oh yes, I'm convinced, I'm convinced, and now I'm convinced 
above everything that he married BILEEN and had all these 
children to have a wonderful facade", 

"Do you mean for professional purposes or to compensate or 
what", 

"No, no for professional purposes. This is why I tell you -" 


interrupted to say that he had to go out for a while, if the 
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telephone rang they were just to say that R. was out, if R. 
didn't get back from his meeting, their lunch would be brought 
in at 7 minutes to 1 p.n. Mrs. S. expressed horror at the 
idea R, might not be having lunch with then. R. said he had 
to go to this meeting, and he thought it would go on, but they 
seemed to be getting on very well, so he wasn't worried, he 
would be back as soon as possible. 

"Well what you were saying was that you were quite sure that 
LITZI and KIM were professionally, at any rate, completely 

at one", 

Completely so, I mean completely so. I think that was a 
working partnership, and had to be for a certain time when KIM 
felt that it was safe, that she was safe, or he was safe, to 


have the divorce", 


"Yes, Well we were really talking about BILEEN, weren't we ?" 


"Did-did you know ALLEEN ?" 

"No, I never met her". 

‘Well, BILEEN of course is one of these terrific tragic figures, 

turned out -" 

interrupted "Do you know what her trouble, I mean the trouble 

before she joined you, before you met, you said that she was a 

neurotic, had you any idea what the basis of it was". 

"Well I'll tell you her trouble, because it developed in a most 
psychiatric way. No, when she was first introduced 

to me by NEIL, I mean neurotic, well who pays attention to that. 

She developed a terrific fixation on me, and one, I was, although 

very flattered at first I had her. to stay in my. home and every- 

thing else, it was not so serious, still I was her boss, and I 

was very strict with her in work, particularly as I 

they were jealousies you know how it is, you know she stayed 

with me privately and everything else, I was the ---- one --=- 

I knew. Whenever I was very sick, something I had eaten, was 

very ill, this is where her illness started, and what I am saying, 

this had nothing to do with KIM incidentally, it was simply an 


ill phase 
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that KIM took on. She developed a poisoned finger, so with one 
thing after another, was a sort of dispensary. And eventually, 

I mean all doctors and what nots were laid on, and her mother 

very anxious, and as I tell you she was a very wealthy woman, 

you know, nothing but the top for EILEEN, she was teken to a 
nursing home, everybody was very puzzled, nobody understood what 
sort of illness it is, all - eventually, all 9 fingers were tested, 
{ remeiiber she kept one little bit of paper, saying so. And I 
visited her in nursing home, somewhere in Wigmore Street, then one 
day I came, and the doctor or the matron said to me don't go in 

the doctor's left a message that she's not to have visitors, but 
people stopped ?visiting ?, so after they'd stopped they asked me 
to come, and the doctor said they have at last diagnosed, and 
EILEEN has admitted that it was completely self-inflicted, and you mow 
it was so bad that she very nearly lost arm, or hand or whatever it 
WAS « The doctor said to me, you realise that she is a completely 
abnormal case, and it's the highest sort of type of hysteria that 

I have ever come across". 

"She was a lesbian ?" 

"No, no, she might have had lesbian inclinations, it was more 


because, even before she made the attempt, you see that I didn't 


know, before she even joined, she had all sorts of self-inflicted 


injuries you know, these terrible crisises in her life, and she 
must have been an invalid for many years before, but that's another 
story. But every time that she wanted to punish someone or,she 

- she didn't get any help with it. Well then you 
see this was, and that was before she met KIM. Well after this, 
that's why I said to KIM I'd better tell you the story of this 
and I said, look KIM you are undertaking something terrific, because 
she is a highly, highly undependable girl, never mind, you know, 
why he was even cross with me that I warned him, he was so determined 
to be associated with EILEEN", 


"But there was a genuine affection there, do you think, or do 
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"vou think there rad - how did they 36 about a 

"T even then didn't think that it was, that (pause), well my 
analysis, but then, look again .I have to teil, I had no time 
to cope, to to the situation, even if it concerned 
human beings, at that period, I mean, just think one's really, 
that one's real involvement I mean after all it was terrific. 


(pause) When did the Prince of Wales abdicate ? 


"136 wasn't it, it couldn't have been later than'37" 


"Yes, because I so well remember last when I went to that 
hospital, the papers were just screaming, you know abdication 
and so on, so I remember that date". 

"Oh I see that was a long, long time - i 

"Oh a long time before, a long time before, you see then she 
was cured and the doctor told me to be stricter with her 
than ever, ignore it. Of course no one knew that I was 

in her ?phase ? and incidentally she never -----, but I'm 
positive she came back into the world". 

Well, they lived together". 

"What 7?" 

"They met and they lived together". 

"They met in *'39, no when was Dunkirk '40, '4O and they 
lived together, and they had a home. EILEEN had a great 
friend called FRANK BIRCH, do you know FRANK BIRCH ?, FRANK 
BIRCH was --" 

"No, I.don't think I do". 

"Oh you'must, he was one of the heads in Bletchley, in that 
set up" 

"Yes, I do, I know 

"He was the examiner for the Foreign Office, he was a weird 
little chap, he was a Professor at ---- or wherever it was, 
I forget, at the same time he createdia pantomine I mean he 
was a weird sort of person". 

"I never knew him, but I do remember the name now, he was at 


Bletchley ----" 
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"Oh yes, he was one of the very heads, I think". 


"Yes", 

"And he was a great friend of EILEEN's". 

"Before she met KIM". 

"Oh yes, before she met KIM, and that's how I met FRANK BIRCH, 
and he belonged to the crowd at my house, and I knew that in 
world war 1, he was a very important person in the ?characters? 
he used to tell ? us all sorts of things, you know before the 
war, about all sorts of exploits, and so on, like one of these 
detective stories, and the moment the war broke out he obviously, 
sort of, he disappeared from one's sight, occasionally saw him, 
but I mean again KIM did not know him well, 

and then I knew he was at Bletchley, and it was through FRANK 
BIRCH that KIM came into your work". 
"Was it ?" 

"Yes". 

"I didn't know", 

"But, of course, FRANK not having the slightest inkling, I'm sure, 
of what KIM was doing before, or what his ideology was, but that 
was how he came into it. Well again you might ask me, how is it 
that I didn't warn FRANK BIRCH, that this was the wrongest (7) 
men to take in, well I don't know myself why I didn't, I can't 
tell you, now I know I should have, but I just can't tell you, 
this is the one thing that I can't explain to myself, but I 
didn't. And KIM became, obviously very successful at the work. 
By then, when he started working, now we are already in the real 
war, air raids and everything else, I saw very little now - Oh no, 
I'm wrong, you know it's so long ago". 

"Well I don't want to interrupt you, I'm surprised that you 

aven't drawn in other friends of KIM's, I mean ---" 
(interrupting) "Well I'll tell you Mr. MARTIN absolutely, and 
I told VICTOR, that I'm only going to talk about two people, and 
I'm not going to draw in anybody, because I've no evidence 


about 
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"anybody else, and I'm not going to mention names, just for 


the sake of mentioning a name, because I just don't see that 
this is right" 
(interrupting) Can I ask a question later about other people 
that I think - well we'll see . 

a 
"I’m not sure", 
"I mean, for example, you told me that FRANK BIRCH eegueht 
KIM in". 
"Oh yes", 
"I had believed it was Quy BURGESS who brought KIM in". 
"Oh yes, BURGESS, well I know about him". 
"Well let's keep off GUY for the moment". 
"T think that Guy BURGESS, at that period, had not joined 
himself, no definitely not, at that time GUY was as much at 
a loose end as KIM was, it just the period when people 
began to think -". 
"Yes, what am I going to do". 
"What am I going to do, no, no, I'm sure it wasn't GUY, I'm 


convinced it wasn't", 


Well let me come to GUY later", 


"Yes, Well. They lived together, I mean let's call it 

they got married, and at thet time I lived in Addison ¢ Road, 
The air raids had started. I was the initiator of the British 
restaurants, you see I said to my bees, SHON Mans that. I --". 
(interrupting) "Was it, wait, it was Marks and Spencers ?". 
"What ?", 

"Tt was Marks and Spencers you mean who introduced this", 

"No, no, no, I said to my boss, SIMON MARKS, well I must do 

war work and I can't stay, and he said, for Heaven's sake you 
can't leave now, do your Work and do your wer work, and combine 
the two things, do what you like, he gave me complete carte 
blanche, you see, combine and do what you like, and I thought 
this was a wonderful chance, I can use the whole machinery 


and the whole apparatus, and it is, Oh much before the air- 
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S. cont. “raids started, I started the first British restaurant, 


foreseeing , I must say that then I had foresight, that the 

time will come when we will be'very short of food, it was on 

the eve of the air-raids, ----- ----- ----- much work, 

to call our staff 7, and everything else, and I felt well 

this is the ?type ?, and I opened one of these communial 

eating places, somewhere - or whatever 

it is, and Lord Woolton heard of it, and sent for me and said 

what's all this I hear, why is there this great big panic, 

because I said that the reason for this is because we will 

be short of food, he disapproved of it to begin with, he said, 

you know, they're so crazy, and so I said, no I felt that this 

was all right and let me do something with this experiment, 

and then he came and saw it was a good idea, well then, of 

course, I was proved right, and it became a terrific thing, 

a terrifically big job, and I was able to combine it by using 

all the Marks and Spencers staff, wherever we had a big store 

I immediately dashed down, like Coventry, I remember, because 

I was probably one of the first down there, and we immediately 

got hold of all the staff, and pushed them out there at the 

restaurant ---~----- (S's voice trailed off). Down at the 

docks and so forth, so you can imagine that, with all this 

work, really, one's mind wasn't on KIM? I wasn't interested, 
subconsciously, somewhere, occasionally, a thought came to me, 

I wonder what is cooking there, I wonder what is happening, but at the 
ame time, you know, from what I saw, he (KIM) became very popular 

With all the reliable people, and he became very, very secretive, 
so I dedided that itxwas he was doing secret work, fine you 

keep your secrets and, you know, and as I have said to you, I'm 

not curious, especially during the war, I wasn't curious, I 


didn't want to know things 
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"I wasn't supposed to know, like for instance, you know 
there was a very secret department, probably you remember, 
in Michael House in Marks and Spencers itself, and I've helped 
these people at night all - was it part of your set up ?" 
"Well, it wasn't directly". 
"Yes, but I mean -", 
"it was connected". 
"You know that I worked with the head of this, for feeding 

es and for shelter and for what not, and I have 
still today no idea what they were doing there, you know 

a blank what I don't have to know, or oughtn't 

to know, I didn't want to know, my life was too full to 
went to know what = and anyhow during the war I certainly 


didn't want to know because I thought it was best not . 
5 


4 


"Tt was not my nature to bother. And I, I moved from 


Addison Road, I then tried to find, because this, really 
his was a very antique house, and so on. I moved to 
Carrington House whigh was supposed to be safe, it had a 

shelter and what not and it was much nearer my work", 

"I don't suppose you would mind if I smoke a pir 

"Please do. I don't know if that is relevant, 
relevant, because then my friend, you know, I. just left 
my friend and took this furnished flat. EILEEN and KIM 
had no where to live, and I said move into my place if 
you. like, and they moved in with BURGESS, to the flat". 
"This was the old flat in Addison Road ?". 


"This was the old house in Addison Road, And they stayed 


there for quite a while, and I told them, you see, by then 


4 


my flat became absolutely essential, because it was so 
central, and it had a shelter, and somehow, lots and lots 
of people, I mean, it really became Euston Station". 

"In Carrington House", 


"In Carrington House, and KIM and EILEEN used to come, 
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"and then of course KIM brought a number of his friends, and 
I saw that KIM was very enthusiastic for the war, and everything 
else, I mean by then everybody was working like a so 

and it was not even the custom with KIM end me, but I mean 

it wasn't - so that he's not talking about his work, he is 
not talking about anything, and I never said to KIM what I 
should have said, what about your attitude now, what's 
happening, I never asked. But KIM became more and more 
morose with me, and one night he stayed he said - he thanked 
me very much for your ?chats ?, and of course for your house, 
we have now found where to live, and he moved out. Another 
thing which happened that I discovered that KIM became very 
unsympathetic with my views on Zionism, you see at that 
period of course, you remember, it started, you kmow, the 
?illegal immigration to Palestine, you know my attitude there, 
there was the confusion, if you like, here my enthusiasm for 
the war, for this country,. and the attitude of Britain to the 
refugees and so on, there I had to constantly tell myself, 
but I mean I don't know what I thought, but I mean I was 2% 
"Well it was a conflict with the British Government, and 

also a conflict with KIM", 

"No, I don't think it was a conflict with KIM, KIM didn't 
exist in my consciousness at all, but he was about, but he 


did not confide in me any more, quite on the contrary, he 


. " 
became veny sort of, you know, antagonist. 


"You did tell me that BURGESS, was living with KIM and 


"The three of them", 

"Yes, And, of course I met ? ?, who talked about 
BURGESS, I met BURGESS, KIM introduced him and brought him 
into my whirlwind, you see, much before that. I thought 


he was very brilliant, but no. good 
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S. cont. "as I always call him, I never had any view on Guy, he was 
always terribly drunk and very dirty, and he was just such 
& men, and I used to say to KIM what do you find in GUY, I 


can't understand it, why this friendship. I realise that, 


by implication again, that KIM was working with him", 


"This was long before the -", 

(interrupting) "Oh long before, you see long before, but 
I never, never, there was never a hint’, 

"KIM never told you that". 

"No", 

"Merely implied it", 

"Implied, implied never discussed. GUY was, GUY knew 

I didn't like him, And it reached a point when one day 
he got so drunk in my flat, and said something about Jews, 
or Palestine, I don't know whether it is confusing in his 
drunken state, and I said GUY I would be glad if you don't 
come here again, I completely, more or less turned him out 
‘and I never saw him again, except once, that I'll tell you, 
I didn't see him, but he rang me up, and that might be a 
pointer for you. 

"That comes later in the story", 

"That comes later", 

"Well KIM and EILEEN moved out of Addison Road". 

"I don't know, I can't remember exactly when they moved", 
"No, but I mean they, did they - sorry I ought not to have 
interrupted you", 

No, no, not at all, because I 

"Did they move out of your life then", 

"Oh no, EILEEN continued working, and worked remarkably 
well, and worked with me now on this war work, with the 
restaurant, which I also did. Another thing which I did, 
I started the eating in the shelters, and used all our girls 
to work there at night, to help the canteen in the shelters, 


and one day EILEEN, I'm coming 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


© Crown Copyright 


The National Archives' reference KV 2/4634 


Page 37 

S. cont, "see what I think, this is my own thoughts, you see I 
have this habit as what I have told you, but I thought 
why should I get into this thing, I mean here are these 
two big countries, and I mean there are enough people 
working aren't there, and it's not my job and I don't 
want to ?see KIM ?, and after all these were his youthful 
confidences to me, he is still the ? ?, you know, of 
this older woman, and I'm not going to do it, play a part 


in this, and I don't want to do it, 


Well, since then 11 years have passed, and the world 


is very very - quite different, and for the last 3 or 4 
years I began to think whether this isn't so terrible, I 
mean what Russia is doing, and the bomb and the tests, 

and the whole thing, I mean now I began to think it 
absolutely necessary that every human being who can to 

put the ?pebble? to stop this, in theory when it's possible 
to do it, and I believe every day more and more strongly 
about the whole thing you see, and = and the things really, 
I mean the whole behaviour, the tests and the bombs, the 
horror and the awfulness of it all, and the danger of trying. 
And, so already several years I have contemplated that I 
really must come out with it, that somebody must ?watch?, 
because now I am convinced that there is a centre of 
professional spies = qualified - around KIM, I mean this 

is again more intuitively ---" 

(interrupting) "I was going to say, I mean as far as 
KIM's present position is concerned, do you know what he's 
doing, you've no real evidence that he's still involved". 
"No I have no evidence whatsoever, none at all, except - 
(long pause) - the kmowledge of his personality, you see, 
of his character, and now of course you see why I've come 
out completely with this, that now Israel has quarrelled 
you see, we're coming to that, I would - I had even forgotten 
about KIM's business, you know, I mean it isn't an active 


state that is in my mind, but since last year, you see, I 
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"have read.of one or two articles of KIM's, you know, that 


he's writing". 


"Well, there was one about last Sunday". 

"No, I don't know". 

"Or the Sunday before last". 

"Nearly all the papers know that he, well his article was 
signed", 

"Oh yes", 

"He doesn't give a lot in there, does he ?", 


"Well, I think he obviously is now working for the Arab 


cause, put it like that pe 


"You mean that his articles suggest that", 

"Well, I mean obviously, there was - You haven't seen - 
that was not this Sunday, the Sunday before last - was a 
terrific article, a sort of - the glorification of NASSER", 
"Oh", 

"You didn't see it". 

"You've no doubt that it was ? KIM ? 

"And so when I met VICTOR, you see, in Israel, and: with 
this situation of Israel surrounded by seven Arab countries, 
and the danger of that little country and so on, I felt 
England and America can look after themselves, you know 
they're strong enough and big enough, and everything else, 
and I mean I can't sort of - but here is this little spot 
of - on earth, in such a vunerable situation, and here 

sits KIM, you see, pro-Arab, you see, and so I pieced the 
two things together, what does it mean Pro-Arab that KIM is 
obviously pro-Arab, pro-Russian, you know, and everything 
else, and there is the situation, and that's when I saw 
VICTOR ?as my-keeping? VICTOR through KIM, you see, I 
suddenly sort of tied the whole thing and impulsively, I 
must say impulsively that night, because you know, this 
atmosphere of danger there, all the money going. to the arny, 


the struggle that is going on there, I said to VICTOR, I've 
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‘ 


S. cont. "got to talk to you really privately, we talked about 


the past, you know, and I said for quite a long time I've 
- No, incidentally he was a very sy man to talk ?over 
there? I really feel now I ---" 
(interrupting) "But now it's all out, now it's ? 
a conflict”. 

(interrupting) "Supposing we'd known about this, supposing 
we'd come to you in 1951". 

if you had come to me", 
"I wished we'd known, we didn't know", 


ya) 
i 


"You see, if you had come", 

we known we certainly would have come". 
"Look, if you had come to me, if I had been directly 
approached, and I could have really thrown a light I 


certainly would have come out. But, you see, voluntary- 


making this effort was too much for me, can you follow 


"Yes I think I can, of course the tragedy was that you 
didn't tell us at the time, in '38 and '39", 

"Ah then -------", 

speaking at the same time in: *51,'-well" 
"Then I wouldn't have given KIM away for anything". 
"No". 

"No, then I wouldn't have said it, qui 

because as I tell you, then my mind wasn 


7 


my own mind, you see, during the Munich year, I mean, one 

felt so rebellious and so horrified, I mean what wa 
and =~ and CHAMBERLAIN and the whole thing 

I mean one was in such a state of flux and unclarit 

certainly wouldn't have said it then". 

"What about EILEEN, did she know do you think ?" 

"No", 

"You're sure of that". 


. . " 
"I'm quite, quite - well . 
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"Well; how did she take - I mean after *51, KIM lost his 


i) 


job, what did she think about that, she didn't talk about 


“She didn't talk to me, I didn't talk to he rou see I was 
then, you know, in anyway tied up, and then 
she never said a word, she never said a word to me, in '51 


?we'd 
it might have been better if she had a little 


know. But, oh EILEEN, you see, I mean I was 
EILEEN anyhow, afterwards, because - I haven't told you 
that - at periods even before they went to Turkey, he was 
ite & bit wasn't he ?", 
he used to go on trips", 
"KIM used to go on trips, EILEEN lived somewhere in the 
country with the children, and when she was in town she 
often stayed with me, that was already Carrington House, 
Well, one night she stayed, and I heard a terrific screan, 
She fainted and fell out of the - er = fell from her bed or 
whatever it was, she continued playing these sort of attacks - 
with me, you know these hysterics - hysterical attitude, to 
ereate sympathy, or repent, or something like that, Then 
there was a period when the telephone would ring in my 
house, about ten times in the night, and of course I got 
terribly - -,- - - - = and that was the real strength to 
EILEEN, so of course I was, you know, I tried to retract as 
much as I possibly could from her, she wasn't working any 
more, she had had all three children and so forth", 
"Well, she was being treated by then wasn't she, or was that 
long before time", 
"When she worked she wasn't treated the whole time, I mean 
they couldn't do anything, you have no idea how bad, I think 
it was in Turkey where she attended the hospital twice", 
"Perhaps you're right", 
"Oh yes, she did the most terrible, grim things, I. mean 
She was really a poor, poor thing, I mean she wasn't 


responsible, I mean it was completely a disease", 
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